
STAMFORD BRIDGE
PARISH PLAN REPORT

JANUARY 2008





The collective voice of a community carries much greater weight than any 
individual when it comes to persuading authorities to act.

• It quantifies the collective importance given to any 
   one issue
• It is a catalyst for initiating community projects
• It will be used to inform Service providers, Policy 
   Makers and Funders of our needs

The Governments Rural White Paper 2000 sets out a vision of a “living 
protected and vibrant Countryside”.  
A Parish Plan is a public document detailing information about your community, 
its environment and culture. It identifies the problems, issues and needs of the 
community. This survey of local opinion, with regard to the quality of existing 
services, utilities and requirements for future provision,will help to identify the 
most important issues.
What better way to ensure that this is brought about than for Stamford Bridge 
to have its own vision through the vehicle of a Parish Plan.  To achieve this 
objective, DEFRA provided funding of £3,750, the Parish Council contributed 
a further £250.  In addition, the Parish Plan Group pledged 1000 voluntary 
man hours.  To get the scheme off the ground, an open event was held in 
the Village Hall in May 2006.  The response was excellent and a Group was 
formed from willing volunteers and several members of the Parish Council. 
From suggestions received at the open event, the Group devised a 
questionnaire that endeavoured to address all aspects of life in a village the 
size of Stamford Bridge.  The questionnaire was then delivered to all 1,452 
households in January 2007 and collected one week later.  The response 
was 52%.  The task of collating the results began and took several months to 
complete. The information in the completed questionnaires will be prioritised 
and converted into a list of actions. 
The plan is the result of the Group’s efforts to involve everyone in the village 
and to give them a voice about how and what they would like to see happen 
over the next 10 – 15 years in Stamford Bridge.  It is now up to all interested 
parties to decide how the plan is progressed from here.

WHY CREATE A PLAN
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STAMFORD HISTORY
Stamford Bridge is sited on the River Derwent about 7 miles east of York.  Stamford 
refers to the ‘stone paved ford’ , part of the outcrop of Keuper sandstone which 
provided a crossing of the river. Several Roman roads are said to converge at this 
point and it was also an Anglian settlement.  Recent archaeological excavations 
suggest that Stamford Bridge may have been a substantial Roman Settlement; 
more excavations are needed to establish this. Stamford Bridge is most famous for 
the battle which was fought in September 1066 between King Harold Godwinson of 
England and his brother Earl Tostig together with Harold Hardrada King of Norway.  
King Harold of England won the battle but was defeated 10 days later at the battle of 
Hastings. The bridge in 1066 was further upstream than the present one, probably 
somewhere behind Rutherford’s Electrical shop. 

Stamford Bridge has always been an important crossing point but was relatively 
small. The population in 1801 was 170, in 1861 it was 417, in 1961 it was 674, 
however due to the designation of the village as a settlement selected for growth 
in about 1965, the population had doubled by 1971 to 1,206 and then more than 
doubled again by 1981 to 2,610. The population continued to rise to 3,099 in 1991 
and the latest census figures give the population as 3,394.  The population has 
probably increased slightly by the building of the Manor Nursing Home complex. 
This expansion, together with the volume of passing traffic has meant that the village 
retains a number of facilities which might not normally exist in a community such as 
Stamford Bridge. The village has probably seen such expansion due to its position in 
relation to York.

Stamford Bridge has a Conservation area (about to be re-assessed in 2008) which 
covers the part of the village mainly built prior to 1900. It currently has 14 Listed 
Buildings including the Weir, Bridge and Viaduct.

From 1200 to the early part of the 20th century an Annual Fair was held in Stamford 
Bridge West during December.  The right to hold the Fair was granted by Charter 
from King John of Magna Carta fame. It is said that a court was held in an original 
Manor House in Stamford Bridge West to pay fines and tolls.

Reading of the Charter 
of King John, 
Circa 1957



Flood Defence Ceremony in 2004

Floods of 1999

In more recent years the River Derwent has been designated as a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest and an Area of Habitat Protection. The designation has meant, 
along with other national policies, that the river is no longer dredged and after two 
bad episodes of flooding in 1999 and 2000 flood defences were built and opened in 
2004.
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QUESTIONAIRE ANALYSIS
While preparing the questionnaire the overall feeling of the Group was that Stamford 
Bridge has most facilities expected in a village of its size. This is due to the 
enthusiasm and hard work of previous generations. We have a Village Hall, Sports 
Hall and Social Club, Cricket ground catering for most field sports (including regular 
visits from Yorkshire CCC Second team) a good range of shops, flood defences, 
doctors’ surgery, dentist and vet. We also have pleasant river walks and cycle tracks 
and footpath over the viaduct and beyond together with attractive surroundings.

The answers to the questionnaire have, of course, raised a number of items of 
concern, such as dangerous parking, through village traffic concerns, but generally 
people are happy  living in the village (question 19 - how would you like Stamford 
Bridge to develop? - 68% said it should stay as it is)

The full questionnaire and all answers together with the Parish Plan Report will be 
sent to the Parish Council, East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Humber and Wolds 
Rural; Community Council, and DEFRA, so that they will have it on record for future 
planning and other issues.

The Group has itemized below a selection of the most interesting answers based on 
the highest responses.

GENERAL
What is your sex?

Male population 49.3%  Female population 50.7%

What age group do you belong to?



How long have you lived in your current house?

HOUSING

Does your dwelling have any of the following energy saving features?

From the responses it appears Stamford Bridge is an energy saving village 
particularly with the use of lagged hot water tanks, loft insulation, double glazing and 
the use of low energy light bulbs. Therefore everyone in Stamford Bridge seems to 
be working towards reducing their carbon footprint. Well done everyone!

If you think there is a need for more housing in Stamford Bridge what type?

There was a high response to this question, and as the graph below shows of 
the choices available two area’s merit further mention, 1 - ‘No further homes are 
needed’ and 2 - ‘A requirement for homes for young people’.

Houses for young people
Large family houses

Executive homes
Homes for people with disablilites
Homes for single people
Private rented
Local Authority/Housing 
Association Rented

Small family homes

Shared Ownership
Sheltered Housing
No further homes are needed7



STREETS AND ROADS

Do you consider Stamford Bridge to have a problem with surface water?

Of the 764 respondents 465 people replied ‘Yes’ there was a problem, the most 
common areas being York side of the bridge opposite the vets and outside the 
Church.

Is street parking a safety risk in Stamford Bridge?

Over 1300 people responded to this question with the vast majority pointing out that 
there is a problem in the following places, on Church Road outside the Post office, 
outside entrances to both schools and in the square.

How user-friendly are the pavements in Stamford Bridge to people with disabilities, 
pushchairs and wheelchairs?

A good response to this question with 1,346 respondents making comment, the 
majority of whom felt the pavements were ‘reasonable’.



Do you think the centre of Stamford Bridge could be improved by any of the 
following schemes?

The possibility of a by pass or new bridge has raised a lot of interest particularly at 
the well attended Parish Council A.G.M and the Local Authority (East Riding) has 
funded a feasiblility report which is to be presented to the village at a further meeting 
on 28th February

Do you think the traffic problems in Stamford bridge are related to any of the 
following?

Most residents felt that the congestion on the A1079 was a contributory factor to 
the congestion in the village. A high pergentage felt that lorry traffic also caused 
problems.

General congestion
(ie. A1079)
Lack of parking

Lorry traffic
Pedestrian/vehicle
conflict

Traffic speed

Other, please state 9



CRIME

Is your dwelling in a neighbourhood watch scheme?

62.7% of respondents are not in a neighbourhood watch scheme. The Parish Plan 
Group will look into setting up a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.

How do you regard the police coverage of Stamford Bridge to be?

This identified a topic of great concern as only 18 residents thought that the Police 
coverage of Stamford Bridge was ‘good’ however over 1100 people found the 
coverage to be either ‘reasonable’ or ‘poor’.



Which if any of the following crimes and anti-social behaviours concern you in 
Stamford Bridge?

Over 1300 residents responded to this question with vandalism a very high concern, 
also causing concern was the amount of litter and theft. On both of these areas 
approx 50% felt strongly enough to comment. See graph for details.

Are there any areas in Stamford Bridge in which you feel unsafe?

Is it pleasing to note that 78% of respondents said there was nowhere in the village 
that they felt unsafe

Examples of Grafitti
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Have you been a victim of crime in Stamford Bridge in the last 12 months and not 
had it reported.

Despite the concern about Police coverage in the village, only 2.1% (6 in number) 
had been a victim of crime in Stamford Bridge and had not reported it.

AMENITIES

Which of these visitor/local activities are in your view suited to Stamford Bridge?

1,243 villagers responded to this question highlighting that people in the village 
would welcome visitor and local activities shown in the graph. The two highest 
responses were walking and fishing.

If the following classes were provided would you attend? And what is the best time 
of day for classes?

A high percentage of responses would welcome classes in computing, languages 
and crafts and the preferred time would be in the evening, other suggestions were 
rambling, gardening and a Senior Citizen group.

Horse Riding
Road Cycling
Caravanning/Camping
Nature Study
Farm visit or ‘trade’
Sight seeing
Photographs
Painting
Fishing
Shooting
Walking
River Activities



Are you aware of what is on offer at the following places?

     YES NO
The Youth Club at Stamford Bridge 151 133
The Leisure Centre at Stamford Bridge 100 181
The Stamford Bridge Village Hall 222 81
The Sports Club   182 112

Old station in the snow

The Station Today
The modern use of the old 
station buildings as a Social 
Club and Youth Club.
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From comments made about this question there seemed to be some confusion as to 
where the Leisure Centre is situated, it can be found behind the station club.

Are the facilities in the children’s playground adequate?

The highest percentage of respondents were satisfied with the facilities.



Which new classes/activities would you attend in Stamford Bridge if they were to be 
provided.

Only 282 villages answered this question and under a previous question 58% said 
that they do not want to take part in any village activities. However the Parish Plan 
Goup is investigating the formation of clubs and night classes. See Action Plan 
Section.

If you usually shop in Stamford Bridge, please give your reasons why.

The answers to this question were suprising and although residents liked to support 
the local shops they largely used them for last minute items.
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How often do you use the following local shops and services?

   DAILY WEEKLY     MONTHLY     LESS FREQUENT     NEVER  

Bank      2    67       35                   51  127
Cash Dispenser     4    118       53                   44                60
Chemist      5    65       128                   98        6
LIbrary     1    15        31                   50   178
Local Shop    73    178        25                   27   2
Post Office    12    136        95                   58   6
Take Away    1    32        72                   78   96

Photo of the Old bank in Church Road between the Church and the School



What are your views on the standard of the following environmental services in 
Stamford Bridge?

This question has brought focus and clarity to matters of importance to the 
community, ERYC will be pleased to note that Stamford Bridge as a whole found 
that the refuse service was ‘good’ along with the roadside care/street cleaning, 
worryingly 664 found the winter weather service was ‘poor’.

good
reasonable

poor
no opinion

not applicable

ENVIRONMENT

Several questions were asked about the environment and surrounding countryside 
around Stamford Bridge, as expected there were many varied comments with the 
main points being that as much as possible should be done to protect the small 
woods, hedges and ditches, and to look after the more wooded areas. A strong 
feeling came through that Stamford Bridge should have a wildlife and nature reserve 
which would encourage birds and small wild animals and would also lead to the 
blossoming of wild flowers. Other areas that people felt would help the countryside 
and make the area more attractive was to remove litter, keep road side verges 
mown and tidy, and endevour to stop vehiches causing damage to verges.
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Do you think Stamford Bridge needs a public toilet?

93% considered that the village needs to retain the public toilets.

good
reasonable

poor
no opinion

not applicable



PRE LAUNCH NIGHT

Sept 20th, was a very successful evening, with over 170 people attending and many 
questions and articles discussed.
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NO. OBJECTIVE HOW WILL THE OBJECTIVE 
BE PROGRESSED?

BY 
WHO? TARGET DATE

Abbreviations used:  Parish Council = PC
    East Riding of Yorks Council = ERYC
    Parish Plan Group = PPG

1 To improve the appearance 
/ aesthetics of the village 
centre

PC to request ERYC to 
conduct a feasibility study 
into the pedestrianisation of 
the square

PC to arrange meeting with 
retailers to discuss how 
the village centre can be 
improved

PC

PC

31.03.08

30.04.08

STAMFORD BRIDGE PARISH PLAN
ACTION PLAN

2 To reduce the risk of traffic 
accidents

 PC to request Police to 
provide  increased traffic 
warden presence in the 
village centre.

 PC to organise a meeting 
with ERYC, to discuss 
concerns about traffic parked 
near the church,schools and 
post office.

  PC have requested ERYC 
to provide electronic speed 
warning sign on High Catton 
Road

PC

PC

PC

28.02.08

31.03.08

ERYC have agreed to 
supply one unit,to be 
installed on completion 
of Affordable Housing 
Project

3 Reduce traffic levels through 
the village

ERYC undertaking traffic 
survey

ERYC Early 2008

4 Reduce traffic congestion in 
the village

4.1  See no.3 above

4.2  ERYC to provide 
improved  traffic light 
management system over 
bridge

ERYC

Completed following 
bridge re-opening



NO. OBJECTIVE HOW WILL THE OBJECTIVE 
BE PROGRESSED?

BY 
WHO? TARGET DATE

5 5.1 Gardening Club

5.2 Walking Group

5.3 Other activities identified 
in plan

5.1  PPG to arrange public 
meeting 

5.2  PPG to arrange public 
meeting

5.3  PPG to determine 
interest levels via Link 
magazine or Public Meeting 

PPG Meeting 23rd Jan

6 Classes in Computing, 
Languages and Crafts

PPG to advise ERYC of 
interest levels in these 
classes

7 Improve Bus Services Pass survey findings to Bus 
Operators and ERYC

8 Provide garden waste 
composting facility

composting facility
PC undertook study of facility 
funded by ERYC

PC Completed Sep.07 
project not considered 
suitable

PPG

PPG

By 31.05.08

By 31.05.08

PPG By 31.03.08

PPG By 31.03.08

9 Creation of nature / wildlife 
areas

wildlife areas
PPG to request guidance 
from English Nature as to 
whether / how such a project 
could be developed

PPG By 31.06.08

10 Improve the appearance of 
streets, verges e.t.c.

10.1  Village in Bloom group 
to address as part of 2008 
Village in Bloom entry

10.2  Extra hours requested 
to be  funded by PC to 
tidy square of litter during 
summer 2007

Village 
in 

Bloom 
Group 
and 
PC

Progressed 2007, to 
continue in 2008

By 31.03.08

11 Increase the presence of 
the Police in the village to 
combat anti social behaviour

Humberside Police to 
address issues of anti 
social behaviour.  Increased 
presence of Community 
Support Officers has now 
been provided.

OngoingPC

12 To provide job vacancy board PPG to discuss with PC how 
this could be provided 

30.06.08PC
/

PPG

13 Determine the demand for a 
‘help a neighbour scheme’

PPG to publicise in ‘Link’ to 
establish if there is a need 
for such a scheme

31.03.08PPG

14 The provision of funding to 
finance plan objectives

PPG to provide PC with data 
indicating preferred funding 
methods

Nov 07
Done

PC
/

PPG



NO. OBJECTIVE HOW WILL THE OBJECTIVE 
BE PROGRESSED?

BY 
WHO? TARGET DATE
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To ensure ERYC and all 
appropriate agencies are 
aware of the views of 
Stamford Bridge residents 
when preparing plans / 
policies for the future e.g. 
housing.

PPG to circulate detailed 
copies of the Parish Plan to 
ERYC and other statutory 
agencies plus local voluntary 
groups and retailers

PPG

29.2.0816

Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme

Parish Plan Group to look 
into Neighbourhood Watch 
Schemes to cover all the 
Village

PPG

31.03.08

Various groups are active in the village and cover a wide range of activities. All 
contact details are published monthly within The Link Magazine and you should 
contact these individuals for further info.

Although the Parish Plan is nearing completion, the Group are still looking for people 
to join and help with Projects highlighted in the Parish Plan.

Contact Margaret King (Chairman)  01759 371555

CONTACTS
NEXT STEPS



VARIOUS COMMENTS

Do not consider the crackpot idea of using Railway line as a road 
(suggested).  This would lead to even more chaos.

Firstly, I thought last year’s flower baskets were a wonderful idea 
and hope that this initiative will be repeated.
Secondly, in this are of global warming I would like to see trees 
replaced to several areas where they have been removed, i.e. In the 
small copse at the bottom of Daneswell Close two lovely cherries 
(prunus Avians) were removed - one several years ago and for no 
apparent reason, and the second this year due to lightening. I hope 
these could soon be replaced by similar species.

There are many positives to Stamford Bridge - cricket and sports 
fields, allotments, centrally located toilets, good schools and 
medical facilities, landscaped shallows, viaduct cycle way and the 
recycling area and sports block in the Sidings, but I hope you will 
agree that though the past work of previous councils has led 
to many improvements over the years. People still hone in on the 
apparent and obvious - litter/aircraft noise/congestion and areas 
crying out for a bit more landscaping.

Buses - A more frequent Pocklington service is needed - present 
one is of little use.  Retired people cannot make any use of their 
bus passes, and cannot use bus connections in York, even with their 
£10 passes.

Enforce parking restrictions near the Post Office - with fines!
The Station car park resurfacing was a cheap money casting 
disaster and ERYC should be asked to do the job properly.
Blocked drains/flooding. Deep water in gutters sprays pedestrians in 
High and Low Catton Roads.  And the surgery/Viking Rd. Corner.
Snow and ice clearing is very poor - e.g...From Church to Post 
Office, and Viking Road - long slope with three blind corners, sloping 
footpaths and no gritting.

We list below a selection of comments added to the Questionaire. We list these for 
general interest, but please bear in mind that they are only individual views and not 
necessarily observations of a large number of villages
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THE SQUARE - 
Total refurbishment of the square is essential before Stamford 
Bridge can begin to look better.  IT IS A DISGRACE!  Cars 
everywhere are hindering people trying to walk to the shops. This 
free-for-all must be stopped, it cannot be impossible.

Trees in the Shallows need thinning out to reveal the cornmill and 
the view of the river and allow grass to grow. We neglect the river, 
we can’t see the wier It should be an asset to the villiage.

Stamford Bridge is at the edge of E.R.C.C area, no one seems to be 
interested in anything only taking our poll tax.   Parish Council only 
discuss anything of interest 
amongst themselves and not publicly.   After Streetscene have been 
in the village it is hard to see anything is improved to what it was 
before their visit. Grass cutting leaves a lot to be desired.

If police walked the village more often rather than driving through, 
hopefully there would be less vandalism.   The river banks are 
disgusting and are in need of urgent attention.

Person 2 - In general I think SB is a good place to live, but, the 
one thing which would improve it immensely is if the TRAFFIC 
through the village could be lessened.   Also I would not like to 
see too much more expansion because I would like it to remain a 
village and not become a Town!

Stamford Bridge will never reach its full potential as a pleasant 
rural village until it receives a BY-PASS.
Visitors would still come to S B and use the local shops, etc., but 
not just past through the village.
The size and number of HGVs going over a bridge which was built 
for horses and carts is quite extraordinary.   Closing the bridge for 
12 weeks for repairs would seem quite futile until this heavy traffic 
is restricted.

The most pressing and fundamental need is for a new bridge and road 
improvements.



Low key vandalism makes life less pleasant for everyone.   We know 
the 2 key areas are the Square at night and the Play park/Social 
Club area around dusk.

The Viaduct is a great asset. Unfortunately dog owners allow their 
pets to foul on the stones and do not pick up the mess.

The overwhelming issue in SB is the bridge itself and the traffic 
problems that ensue.
Its not just a summer issue - I find it can be anytime.
For Tourists, it may be a quaint part of English country life, to be 
endured once a year/every couple of years.   For residents It’s a 
real area of irritation.
Youth club, tidy roads, yoga classes are all detail - the real bugbear 
is the free flow of traffic in SB.

Public transport needed to - Monks Cross - Clifton Moor and 
Pocklington.
This to be on a regular basis to help with employment etc.
A second bridge or by pass is desperately required, the present 
infrastructure will not take any more development.

The two most dangerous hazards in SB are:
1. Drivers who park on double yellow lines outside the Post Office.   
This is a regular occurrence.
2. Parking on Moor Lane outside Church, often there is a long line 
of parked vehicles making it dangerous for drivers getting out of 
Harrison Close.

If this questionnaire is to be used to improve SB then it is 
a welcome step along a long journey.   However, I have my 
reservations about the intent.
It is quite clear that this questionnaire was compiled originally by 
someone outside SB.
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Floods of 1999

Pre War



CHILDREN’S COMMENTS

•   Jazz dance classes
•   Places to ride bikes safely
•   Art Club + Netball Club
•   Skate Park

•   Lollipop Lady
•   Ski Slope
•   Nature Trail
•   Roller Coaster
•   Music Club + Art Class
•   Saturday Morning Club
•   Sports Hall + Bigger Playground
•   Public Swimming Pool
•   A fair with rides in the summer

Interestingly some of the above requests already exist 
within the village !
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The Old Cottages

The Village in 1940



The New Inn

Now - The Swordsman
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Stamford Square Shop Then

And Now
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???????? Food For Thought
Clever retouching of images shows how the village could look

THE PRESENT

THE FUTURE


