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A Warm Welcome from our Chairman

March 2013

Since late 2005 when Stamford Bridge in Bloom first blossomed, one can hardly believe that
we have progressed so far in so short a time. | have had the privilege of leading the group
right through its development, and fronitial tentative steps almog fully financingsixty

hanging baskefshe advancement has surprised all involved.

In 2008 we boldly entered Yorkshire in bloom and were delighted to receive a Silver Award
and a Yorkshire Rose Best New Entrant Certificate. Two Silver Gilt and ar@ither

Award came our way untin Jubilee Year our small band of volunteers took a breather and
fully supported mosYillage events.

My working life as a Senior Social Worker, Soccer Referee, and qddlifief E. Lay
Minister has brought me much happss, but | am delighted to record that being part of a
hardworking, conscientious, small band of Bloom Volunteers has brought me much
satisfaction.

In our fifth year of entrywe ar@ Go i n g fbotwha@wed hdppens our village life has
been greatlgnhanced by the formation of Stamford Bridge in Bloom.

Bryan Lawson
Chairman of Stamford Bridge in Bloom




A Brief Introduction to Stamford Bridge

Stamford Bridge is a large village with a good mix of bo
hi storic and more recent
approximately 3,500 live mainly on the eastern bank of
River Derwent, surrounded by rural farmland. The villa
lies eight miles eastf York, in East Yorkshire, but also
very close to the York and North Yorkshire boundaries.

There has been a settl eme
BC. A wooden bridge was in evidence in September 1(
when King Harold Godwinsoaf England and his Saxon
army surprised and defeated the huge army of Danes L
King Harold Hardraada of Norway at the Battle of
Stamford Bridge, before marching south to meet their fe
at the Battle of Hastings.

The banks of the River Derweate now much more peaceful, and

are thriving in diverse flora and fauna, so much so that they can

boast a Site of Special Scientific Interest. There are populas rive
side paths both upstream and downstream of the village centre.

Crossing over the riveralley downstream of the road bridge, is an
elegant Victorian viaduct, which until Beeching carried a train line
into York. The viaduct is now listed, and carries a section of the
very popul ar Sustranédés Natierpr
to link up with a BridleWay towards York, via Dunnignton

Just upstream of the village sgeaou will find the mill pond and
the impressive Cornmill a late 18th to early 19th centuBrade

Il listedwater mill. It is thoughtto have been the third mill to haw
been built on the site with the same foundations. The mill ceas
operation in 1964 and was at first converted into a restaurant,
before more recentlyding sympathetically developed into
apartments, with some of the original equipment retained

Away from the river the village extenéast, with well kept residential areas, and a number of green
spaces, many actively used by the thriving community. The football pitches aresonttfeen side

of the village towards Low Catton, and next to the popular allotments. On the same road, but towards
the village centre is the very well maintained cricket pitch, which hosts Yorkshire Second XI matches
every year. On the same site are theigeoourts and immaculate Bowling Green.

As you will see when you tour the village, this is very mantactive community thahakes fulluse
of its green spaceas well avaluingand taking great pleasurehow they look.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_building#Categories_of_listed_building
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_building#Categories_of_listed_building
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_mill

Our River Derwent

The River Derwent rises in the North York Moors and
flows one hundred miles to join the River Ouse and th
the Humber Estuary.

The river is home to varied wildlife including a number
of species of high conservation status. These include
Lampreys, TroutQtter, Water Vole and various wading
bird species.

Through Stamford Bridgehe Derwent is designated S28id SAC ('Site of Special Scientific
Interest' and 'Special Area of Conservation').

The floodplain vegetation spreading out on either side of the river also has international conservation
importance, especially the Lower Derwent Valley just 6 miles downstream beginning at Wheldrake.
Here one can add to the list of accolades National Bl&aserve (NNR), Special Protection Area for
birds (SPA) and Ramsar sita wetland of international importance because of its historic floodplain
meadows full of rare flora, its importance to breeding wetland birds and its vast flocks of wintering
wildfowl attracted by the winter floods. Natural England run public events from Wheldrake and The
Conserver's Club hopes to link up with these to educate more people about the River's great
conservation importance.

We are very proud of our River Derwent; thaldle reaches of the Derwent here in Stamford Bridge
provide us with both conservation interest and great beauty, not to mention heritage, from Viking
battles to Corn Mills. However the river brings its own challenges too.

Since2004, the Flood Defenc&cheme has put an end to the devastating impact of floods of
yesteryear. However, the flood wall is not perfect, and when the river is high, drains back up which
can flood some roads and parking places. This is now an annual occurrence so that ipdomgtsial

are employed.

Some riverside properties in the village are not protected by the flood wall, for example the entire
Weir Caravan Park, on an island formed by the Mill Race sits within the flood wall and caravans have
special floats fitted should ttsite be inundated.

The floodplain just downstream of the Bridge is subject to flooding most years now when the river
overtops its banks. This affects several riverside paths and picnic areas. Debris, litter and mud can
cause a nuisance to people whemlaters recede and to native vegetation on the riverside.




FloodsJanuary 2013

Water, water everywhere....

Derwent floods upstream of bridge Weir Caravan Parknill racefull

Mill race island overtopped Groundwater pumps in operation



Diary of Events 2012

January

15" Sun | Members and Supporters lunch

28"-29" | Sun | RSPB Big Garden Birdwatchweekend

29" Sun | Young Conservers Club-birdboxes & minibeast trail

March

11th Sun | Young Conservers Club- transplanting snowdrops at the woodland trail

April

1st Sun | Young Conservers Clubi habitats for hedghogs and minibeasts

22nd Sun Youn.g Conservers Club- propagating plants for annual plant sale and coffee
morning

24th Tues | AGM and supporters meeting. Old Station Club 7.30pm
Talk on 6Restoring the Yorkshire De
Derwent Restoration Project Officer, East Yorkshire Chalk Rivers Trust

May

6th Sun | Young Conservers- Beginners Outdoor Photography workshop

26th Sun | Annual Spring Coffee Morning and Plant sale including Barbequecake stall,
Seed Swap and Young Conservero6s pl g

28th Mon | Stamford Bridge Scout troop work party i woodchip mulch on minibeastil
and aftercare of Britain in Bloom churchyard hedge

28th Mon | Stamford Bridge Parish Council Annual Parish Open Meeting

June

3rd Sun | Stamford Bridge Queens Diamond Jubilee Parade and Summer FayieWhole
village event

6th Weds | Talk for Stamford Bridge Gardening Club on Young Conservers Club

10th Sun | Battle of Stamford Bridge Societyi battlefield guided walk

16th Sat Yor k 0 Bfestvhalbfibibdavérsity Museum Gardens, York.
Di splay stall and 6Make a Bee Hot el

July

7th Sat Coffee Day in support of SBIB,15 Kingsway Stamford Bridge. Refreshments,
raffle, plant stall, briea-brac etc.

8th Sun | City of York Council compost giveaway, Rufforth landfill site.




9th Mon | Evening Blitz conservation taski strimmingand clearing vegetation on the viady
link path

September

19th Weds | Members Social Eeningand Awards, Old Station Club. Slide show by Pat Cro
featuring birds of Costa Rica from her travels.

28th Fri Conservation Task with Church Youth groups Checking and cleaning bird boxg
in the churchyard after nesting season.

30th Sun | Autumn Bonanza Concert Village Hall, featuring music, vocals and Woldgate
Wildcats Cheerleading troop. Refreshments.

November

4th Sun | Young Conservers Clubi bird feeders for winter, trail maintenance, constructin
seating using reclaimed telegraph pole.

December

8th Sat SBIB Christmas Coffee Morning Methodist Chapel

One of our 2012 Projec$i Village Centre Bus Stop

At the beginning of 2012:

Laterin 2012 includesa young amelanchiaee which is maturing welllt is attractive in all seasons
and adds height to theolourful, sustainably plantedisplay.



