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The caravan park where being green equals gold! 
York-based caravan park wins national award for protecting and enhancing the 
natural environment. 
 
Professor David Bellamy has named Weir Caravan Park at Stamford Bridge, near 
York, one of the UK’s greenest places to take a break and awarded it a special 
accolade for protecting and enhancing the natural world.  
 
Weir Caravan Park is famous for being an inland island – set on a natural island in the 
River Derwent at Stamford Bridge near York. It provides holiday homes for hire or to 
purchase and has facilities for touring caravans plus a limited number of pitches for 
tents.  
 
Weir Caravan Park is owned by David and Christine Hind. They have been keen to 
keep a family feel to the park but have successfully combined this with their passion 
for the environment. Weir Caravan Park was judged on ecological management 
(what is done to help wildlife); sustainability (conservation of resources and 
reduction of waste); and good neighbourliness (support for the local community and 
economy). Weir Park has attained a Gold Standard.  
 
David and Christine’s efforts have now won them a David Bellamy Conservation 
Award, described by Professor Bellamy as the 'Green Olympics' for holiday parks. 
 
They commented: “We are delighted that our park has won this gold award 
respecting the environment is something that we are passionate about and we are 
pleased that our efforts can be recognised nationally.” 
 
David Bellamy said he was "absolutely amazed" when he discovered just how much 
was being done by holiday parks to protect and enhance the environment.  
 
"Many parks like this have created wildlife wonderlands, and I think it's time they 
were given deserved recognition for their big commitment," said Professor Bellamy. 
 
The park is a member of the British Holiday & Home Parks Association, the park 
industry's official body, which is assisting Professor Bellamy with the conservation 
awards project. 
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Notes to Editors 
 
Weir Caravan Park  
Buttercrambe Road 
Stamford Bridge 
YORK YO41 1AN 
 
Weir Caravan Park is owned and run by the Hind Family – David, Christine and their 
sons.  
 
Weir Caravan Park offers luxury holiday accommodation: static caravans and space 
for touring caravans and tents.  
 
David and Christine bought Weir Caravan Park in 1989 and the acquisition of Allerton 
Park in 1996 led to the formation of Yorkshire Holiday Parks. 
Both parks have previously won David Bellamy Conversation Awards and Weir 
Caravan Park has also won a Yorkshire in Bloom Award. 
 
Weir Caravan Park has 8 holiday homes, 1 flat, 15 touring pitches and 15 tent 
pitches. Allerton Park has 3 timber lodges, 4 holiday homes, 15 touring pitches and 
10 tent pitches. 
 
For information about Yorkshire Holiday Parks visit 
www.yorkshireholidayparks.co.uk 
 
More than 600 residential and holiday parks have earned gold, silver or bronze 
accolades in this year’s David Bellamy Conservation Awards. 
 
Parks wishing to enter for a Bellamy award must first complete a detailed 
questionnaire covering different aspects of their environmental policies, and 
describing what positive conservation steps they have taken. Next, the park must 
receive an independent endorsement from a local wildlife or conservation body 
which is familiar with the area. 
 
The conservation audit of parks covers many environmental issues – ranging from 
aspects such as the care of hedgerows and wild flowers, to the siting of bird-boxes 
and the development and protection of reed beds and wildlife ponds. Professor 
Bellamy has also looked at aspects of park management which do not directly affect 
the immediate environment, but which are important in overall conservation terms 
– such as the use of unbleached paper for brochures, installing long-life light bulbs 
and re-cycling waste. 
 
 
 
 


